Milk Supply md Tuberculosis
pulmonary lesions may be confirmed by positive findings in the
sputum obtained from the suspected animal by insetting a cannula
into the trachea through which a brush Is introduced.
The biological test provides a delicate measure of the presence
of living tubercle bacilli in milk. Various investigators have
shown that the inoculation of as few as two to six tubercle bacilli
will induce infection in guinea-pigs whatever the source of the
organism.
CONTROL AND PREVENTION. Within recent
years much study has been given to the most efficient and practi^
cable measures to be adopted with a view to the control of
tuberculous infection in cattle and the prevention of infection
with the bovine type of tubercle bacillus in man. While the
standard of milk generally as regards freedom from infection with
tubercle bacilli of bovine origin is much higher than it was
twenty or thirty years ago, there is still much ground to cover
before a satisfactory standard of milk purity is reached. It is
necessary in considering the question of a pure milk supply to
take a broad view and to have regard to the existence of organisms
other than the bovine tubercle bacilli, such as organisms of the
streptococcal group, the specific organism of contagious abortion,
and other pathogenic bacteria which are responsible for charac'
teristic infections of a serious character in man. The result
which is aimed at is to deliver milk to the consumer free from
infection with pathogenic bacteria and to provide that the methods
adopted in the production of milk and in its passage from the
cow to the consumer should be such as to secure this desirable
result.
The measures which have been considered or adopted with
a view to the elimination of tuberculous infection through milk
include the following:
(1)  Raising the resistance of cattle to infection.
(2)  Improving hygienic conditions of cowsheds and pasture
land.
(3)  The detection and elimination of reactors.
(4)  The detection and elimination of animals with clinical
tuberculosis.
(5)  The protection of milk in transit from cow to consumer.
(6)  The treatment of milk to destroy pathogenic organisms.
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